
Whittier PTA Family Involvement Night – January 14, 2019 
 
 Events Recap 

o The Winter Social was well attended again this year, approximately 50 people.  It 
was suggested that PTA consider buying some food next year as turnout was strong 
and food went fast. 

o The Board Game Meet up had about 8 families in attendance.  The PTA is 
considering another event in March 2019. 

 The park did not charge us for the use of the space. 
 Upcoming Initiatives/Events 

o Read-a-thon 
 Friday, January 18 is the Read-a-thon all school assembly. 

 Mr. Matt is the MC again this year. 
 Jen Abbey will put together a slide show for the event. 

 This year’s theme is “Diary of a Whittier Reader”. 
 The goal is $10,000.  Fundraising tips cards are included with the packets to 

help students request donations.  Cards are printed in English and Spanish. 
 Read-a-thon runs January 18 through February 10. 

 Donations are due to the school on February 14. 
 Wrap-up assembly will be held March 1. 

 Prizes will be awarded for: 
 Top reader in each class 
 Top fundraiser in each grade 

 A prize raffle will also be available for students who return their 
minute/donation logs. 

 A returned log receives 1 raffle ticket. 
 Every 5 donations receives 1 raffle ticket. 
 At least $20 in donations receives 1 raffle ticket. 

o Yearbook 
 A parent has agreed to design the year book. 
 Ashley Kuehl volunteered to organize meetings and deadlines and 

communicate with the district printer.  Ashley and Jen Abbey will meet to 
discuss. 

 Staff members who will help include Jody Delau, Nancy Bryand and possibly, 
Libby Dominguez. 

o Boston Scientific 
 Whittier PTA applied for and receive an $1,100 grant from Boston Scientific.  

Funds will be used for four engineering assemblies put on by the Science 
Museum of Minnesota.  Dates and times are being arranged by the school. 

o Plant Sale 
 The committee is in the process of ordering plants for this year. 
 Sales will be similar to last year with a focus on on-line pre-orders. 
 Erin Sjoquist will send a request for volunteers to the community. 
 Plant delivery will be Thursday, May 9.  Pick-up days will be Friday, May 10 

and Saturday, May 11. 
 Jody Delau will work on scheduling Kindergarten round-up to coincide with 

the plant sale on May 9. 
 The committee is also considering a fall mum sale.  Interest will be gauged 

with plant sale orders.  Orders places in the spring but plants picked up in the 
fall. 



 Finance Recap 
o The PTA has a balance of about $10,000, which is on track for the year. 

 The executive council will begin next year’s budget process in February and 
will bring a preliminary budget to the general meeting in March 2019. 

o The PTA received $1,000 for participating in a volunteer event hosted by AAUW. 
o Approved requests include: 

 Amity funding 
 Field trip transportation for 3rd graders 
 Art supplies for Ms. Laden 

 Volunteer needs 
o Amity Lead 

 The application for an Amity for the 2019-2020 school year was sent in.  We 
are in need of a parent to coordinate interviews with Amity candidates and 
find host families for next school year. 

o Fundraising Chair 
 Help coordinate volunteers for PTA hosted events. 

o Project Whittier Dine-outs Chair 
 Work with local restaurants to coordinate monthly dine-out events. 

o Spirit Wear Chair 
 Coordinate ordering, inventory and sales. 
 Work with local print vendor. 

o Social Media Chair 
 Help post PTA events 

 Speed Volunteer event 
o The group collated and sorted Read-a-thon packets for the classroom teachers. 

 The next Family Involvement Night meeting is Monday, March 11 at 7:00 pm in the Media 
Center. 

 


